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On Jan. 30, in a speech to Finance Ministry workers, Interior Minister Tomas Borge said the
government would introduce to the National Assembly a bill that would eliminate the exit visa
requirement for women over 18 and men over 25. The requirement, intended in part to prevent
draft dodgers from leaving the country, will continue in force for other Nicaraguans. A report on
Borge's speech was published in the Jan. 31 issue of El Nuevo Diario. Borge also heads the police,
and the Immigration Ministry. The exit visa requirement a lengthy process at the best of times has
been attacked by the National Opposition Union (UNO). Those who wish to travel abroad must
first get a certificate showing that all taxes have been paid, proof of birth and residence. Currently,
young men approaching draft age must first get approval from the military to leave. Violeta Barrios
de Chamorro has also promised to ban the military draft, obligatory for two years for all 16-yearold males. Many Nicaraguans have sent sons abroad to live with friends or relatives, rather than
allowing them to be drafted. Borge's announcement comes after President Daniel Ortega offered to
free more than 1,000 former National Guardsmen and contra collaborators, and to allow the return
of several priests who were expelled from the country. (Basic data from AFP, AP, 01/31/90)
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